HOW STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
within range of the multiple pom-poms of these floating
fortresses. Expert British opinion also believes that
modern detection apparatus makes it easily possible to
discover the presence of submarines in good time, and
that, once discovered, the submarines with their com-
paratively low mobility would find it very difficult
to escape from the high-speed destroyers which would
race after them. At the same time, however, it is recog-
nized that there is a danger from attacking bombers
and lurking submarines acting in concert when many
warships are concentrated in harbour.
The probable necessity of diverting ordinary non-
military and naval shipping coming from the East
round the Cape raises another and most important
question with regard to the safeguarding of British
overseas supplies : does Great Britain possess sufficient
merchant shipping to carry such an extra burden?
The diversion of British merchant shipping round the
Cape in the event of war would mean a great increase
in the amount of tonnage required. In order to carry
the same quantity of cargo from India to Great Britain
twice as many ships would be needed if the circuitous
Cape route had to be adopted ; cargoes from Australia
would require eight ships instead of seven; cargoes
from Singapore and Hongkong would require four
ships instead of three, etc.
We have already dealt in considerable detail in
another chapter with Great Britain's position with
regard to merchant shipping in the event of war. We
have seen that during the World War, when the danger
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